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(54) Recording digital video signals 

(57) In a technique for recording digital video signals, 
digital video signals in the form of DCT coefficients, ob- 
tained by e.g. discrete cosine transformation, are quan- 
tized and compressed so as to be recorded on a record- 
ing medium. A first quantization step decision unit (23) 
determines a quantization step in terms of a video seg- 
ment made up of plural macro-blocks as a unit so that 
the quantity of quantized data is less than a pre-set data 
quantity. A second quantization step decision unit (24) 
determines a quantization step in terms of the mac- 
ro-blocks as a unit so that the quantity of quantized data 
is less than the pre-set data quantity. A quantization unit 
(25) quantizes the digital video signals with quantization 
steps determined by the first and second quantization 
step decision units (23, 24). This enables efficient en- 
coding and improved picture quality. 
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Description 

This invention relates to methods of and apparatus for processing digital video signals, in which the digital video 
signals, which may for instance be in the form of DCT coefficients, obtained by, for example, a discrete cosine transform 
operation, are quantized and compressed, for example for recording on a recording medium. More particularly, but not 
exclusively, the invention relates to methods and apparatus for recording digital video signals which advantageously 
may be employed for a digital video tape recorder for recording/reproducing video signals for a high definition television 
system. 

For background information pertinent to the present application, the reader is referred to our US Patents Nos. US-A-5 
321 440 and US-A-5 317 413 and to our Japanese Patent Applications Nos. 03-317497 (filed 5 November 1991), 
04-196219 (filed 30 June 1992), 04-213716 (filed 17 July 1992), 04-181577 (filed 17 June 1992) and 05-223226 (filed 
8 September 1993). Each of the above patents and applications is hereby incorporated herein by reference. 

In recent years, developments of a digital video tape, recorder in which video signals are converted into digital 
signals and encoded using a high efficiency encoding system such as discrete cosine transform (DCT) and the resulting 
encoded data is recorded and/or reproduced on or from a magnetic tape using a rotary head, are proceeding briskly. 

The digital VTR may be set to a mode for recording video signals ol the current television system, such as the NTSC 
system, referred to herein as a SD mode, or to a mode for recording video signals of the high definition television system, 
referred to herein as a HD mode. 

By the recording system of the above-mentioned digital VTR, the video signals are compressed and recorded as 
digital video signals of approximately 25 Mbps and as digital video signals of approximately 50 Mbps for the SD mode 
and for the HD mode, respectively. 

In the method for recording the digital video signals in the above-mentioned recording system, the video signal, 
converted into the digital signals, are divided into blocks of a suitable size, such as DCT blocks of 8x8 pixels. Six DCT 
blocks of luminance data, one DCT block of R-Y data and one DCT block of B Y data, totalling eight blocks, make up 
one macro-block. 

A plurality of macro-blocks are shuffled, that is, five macro-blocks at discrete positions on a picture are assembled 
into one unit. Two-dimensional DCT is then carried out on the unit basis, with the block size of 8 x 8. 

Data obtained by the two-dimensional DCT, that is DCT coefficients, are stored in a memory on the unit basis. The 
total number of codes are estimated on the unit basis and the quantization steps are determined which will give the total 
number of codes which is smaller than a pre-set value. 

The DCT coefficients are then quantized on the unit basis, with the thus determined quantization step, and variable 
length encoded by the Huffman code. The resulting quantized units are accommodated in video segments by way of 
framing. 

The codes thus quantized and accommodated in a fixed bit length range on the unit basis, that is on the video 
segment basis, are re-arrayed in a sequence in which the macro-blocks are arrayed in continuous sequence on the 
picture, so as to be recorded at pre-set positions on the magnetic tape. 

With the above-described recording method for the digital video signals, a sole quantization step is accorded to 
each video segment and all DCT coefficients in each video segment are quantized with the thus accorded quantization 
step! That is, the same quantization step is accorded to plural macro-blocks. Thus the quantization step is determined 
so that the total number of quantized codes on setting the fixed bit length on the video segment basis will be less than 
a pre-set value. However, it is a frequent occurrence that the actual mount of quantized codes on fixed length coding 
becomes significantly smaller than the above-mentioned pre-set value, so that efficient encoding cannot be achieved. 
On the other hand, the degree of quantization for the respective blocks becomes coarse with the result that the picture 
cannot be improved in quality. 

According to the present invention there is provided a method for recording quantized and encoded digital video 
signals comprising the steps of determining a quantization step in terms of a video segment made up of plural mac- 
ro-blocks as a unit so that the quantity of quantized data is less than a pre-set data quantity, determining a quantization 
step in terms of the macro-blocks as a unit so that the quantity of quantized data is less than the pre-set data quantity, 
and quantizing the digital video signals with the determined quantization steps. 

With an embodiment, described hereinbelow, of the above method for recording digital video signals, the quantiza- 
tion step is determined on the macro-block basis by giving priority to the macro-block which is located at a mid portion 
of a picture. 

According to the present invention there is also provided an apparatus for recording quantized and encoded digital 
video signals comprising first quantization step decision means for determining a quantization step in terms of a video 
segment made up of plural macro-blocks as a unit so that the quantity of quantized data is less than a pre-set data 
quantity, second quantization step decision means for determining a quantization step in terms of the macro-blocks as 
a unit so that the quantity of quantized data is less than the pre-set data quantity, and quantization means for quantizing 
the digital video signals with the quantization steps determined by the first quantization step decision means and the 
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second quantization step decision means. 

With an embodiment, described hereinbelow, of the above apparatus tor recording digital video signals, the quan- 
tization step is determined on the macro-block basis by giving priority to the macro-block which is located at a mid portion 
of a picture. 

5 With the embodiment, described hereinbelow, of the above method for recording digital video signals, a quantization 

step is determined in terms of the macro-blocks as a unit so that the quantity of quantized data is less than a pre-set 
data quantity. On the other hand, a quantization step is also determined in terms of the macro-blocks as a unit so that 
the quantity of quantized data is less than the pre-set data quantity. The digital video signals are quantized with the 
quantization steps thus determined and the quantized and encoded digital video signals are recorded on a recording 

io medium. This enables the degree of quantization to be refined in a range of a pre-set data quantity of the quantized 
data to render it possible to make effective utilization of redundant bits, thus assuring efficient encoding and improved 
picture quality. 

With the embodiment, described below, of the above method for recording digital video signals, since the quanti- 
zation step is determined on the macro-block basis by giving priority to the macro-block which is located at a mid portion 

is of a picture, the picture of satisfactory quality can be obtained in a mid portion of the picture which may be noticed most 
readily by the eye, thus further assuring improved picture quality. 

With the embodiment, described below, of the above apparatus for recording digital video signals, the first quanti- 
zation step decision unit determines a quantization step in terms of a video segment made up of plural macro-blocks 
as a unit so that the quantity of quantized data is less than a pre-set data quantity, while the second quantization unit 

20 decision unit determines a quantization step in terms of the macro-blocks as a unit so that the quantity of quantized data 
is less than the pre-set data quantity. The quantization unit quantizes the digital video signals with the quantization steps 
determined by the first quantization step decision unit and the second quantization step decision unit. This enables the 
degree of quantization to be refined in a range of a pre-set data quantity of quantized data to render it possible to make 
effective utilization of redundant bits, thus assuring efficient encoding and improved picture quality. 

25 With the embodiment, described below, of the above apparatus for recording digital video signals, since the quan- 

tization step is determined on the macro-block basis by giving priority to the macro-block which is located at a mid portion 
of a picture, the picture of satisfactory picture quality can be obtained in a mid portion of the picture which may be noticed 
most readily by the eye, thus further assuring improved picture quality. 

The embodiment of the present invention described below provides a method and apparatus for digital video signals 

30 in which the quantization step determined on the video segment basis is shifted on the macro-block basis so that the 
quantization steps will be determined on the macro-block basis for enabling efficient encoding and improving the picture 
quality. 

The invention will now be further described, by way of illustrative and non-limiting example, with reference to the 
accompanying drawings, in which: 
35 Fig.1 is a block diagram showing an arrangement of an encoder of a recording apparatus for digital video signals 

for carrying out a digital video signal recording method according to an embodiment of the present invention. 
Fig.2 illustrates a shuffling operation for five macro-blocks. 
Fig.3 illustrates the order of scanning in a super-block in the shuffling operation. 

Fig.4 illustrates the state of fixed length encoded and quantized macro-blocks when quantization steps are deter- 
40 mined by a first quantization step decision means of the encoder. 

Fig.5 illustrate the state of fixed length encoded and quantized macro-blocks when the quantization steps are de- 
termined by a second quantization step decision means of the encoder. 

Fig.6 is a flow chart for illustrating the process of determining the quantization step by the first quantization step 
decision means and the second quantization step decision means. 
45 Fig. 7 illustrates the construction of a video segment. 

Fig.8 illustrates the construction of each sync block of the above-mentioned video segment. 
Fig. 9 illustrates the construction of the discrimination code of the sync block. 

Fig. 10 illustrates the construction of DCT blocks of the luminance data, R-Y data and R-B data in the sync block. 

Referring to the drawings, preferred embodiments of the present invention will be described in detail. 
50 The digital video signal recording method is carried out by a recording method for digital video signals having an 

encoder configured as shown in Fig.1. 

That is, the encoder has a transform unit 1 for processing macro-blocks of the digital video signals with discrete 
cosine transform (DCT), an encoding unit 2 and a framing unit 3. The encoding unit 2 is configured for quantizing DCT 
coefficients resulting from DCT with a quantization step determined on the macro-block basis by shilting the quantization 
55 step determined on the basis of units each made up of plural macro-blocks. 

The transform unit 1 includes a blocking circuit 11 for dividing the digital video signals into 8x8-pixel blocks, a shuffling 
circuit 12 for effecting macro-block based shuffling, a motion detection circuit 13, a DCT circuit 14 for effecting two-di- 
mensional DCT with the block size of 8x8, a picture memory 15 and an activity detection circuit 16. 
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The encoding unit 2 includes a data quantity estimating circuit 21 , a Huffman table 22 for effecting variable length 
coding, a first quantization step decision circuit 23, a second quantization step decision circuit 24, a quantization circuit 
25 and a variable length encoding circuit 26. The data quantity estimating circuit calculates the data quantity following 
quantization, and the first quantization step decision circuit 23 determines the quantization step within a range of a 
pre-set quantity of quantized data in terms of units each consisting of five macro-blocks. The second quantization step 
decision circuit 24 determines the quantization steps within a range of a pre-set quantity of quantized data in terms of 
macro-units. The quantization circuit 25 effects quantization with quantization steps determined by the first quantization 
step decision circuit 23 and the second quantization step decision circuit 24. The variable length encoding circuit 26 
variable length encodes the quantized data from the quantization circuit 25. The framing circuit 3 has a deshuffling circuit 
31, a parity appending circuit 32 and a channel encoding circuit 33. 

The processing performed by the transform unit 1 is explained. 

The blocking circuit 11 , fed with input digital video data, forms DCT blocks, each consisting of an array of 8x8 pixels, 
totalling 64 pixels, from luminance data Y, data C R and data C B of the same domain. The data C R is the color difference 
data R-Y, while the data C B is the color difference data B-Y. That is, the blocking circuit forms one macro-block from six 
DCT blocks of luminance data Y, one DCT block of color difference data C R and one DCT block of color difference data 
C B , and outputs the resulting macro-block. 

The shuffling circuit 12 effects pre-set macro-block based shuffling on the digital video signals macro-blocked by 
the blocking circuit 11. After shuffling the macro-blocks, each one macro-block is taken out from each of super mac- 
ro-blocks S1 to S5 which are separated from one another on a picture P and which are made up each of 27 macro-blocks, 
as shown in Fig.2. Thus, five macro-blocks M-, to M 5 are collected to form a sole fixed length forming unit, which is 
outputted. The fixed length forming unit is referred to herein simply as a unit. 

The shuffling sequence in the above shuffling operation conforms to the equations 
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where n is the number of lines, j is the line index (i = 0 to n-1 ) and k is the scanning order index for respective pixels of 
the super blocks to S 5 (k = 0 to 26). Consequently, five macro-blocks Iv^ to M s are selected, beginning from the 
macro-block at the center of the picture P shown in Fig.2, that is the macro-block M 1 of the super macro-block S.,, 
followed by the macro-block S 2 of the super macro-block S 5 , .... the macro-block M s of the super macro-block M 5 . 

On the other hand, the macro-blocks of each of the super macro-blocks S-, to S 5 are scanned in the sequence of 
the macro-block 0, macro-block 1, macro-block 2, ...macro-block 26, as shown in Fig.3. 

The motion detection circuit 13 effects motion detection in terms of five macro-blocks formed into one unit by the 
shuffling circuit 12. The results of motion detection are fed to the DCT circuit 14, while being outputted as the subsidiary 
information to e.g., a reproducing system, not shown. 

The DCT circuit 14 performs DCT on picture data devoid of motion, in terms DCT blocks each made of 8x8 pixels, 
based upon the results of detection by the motion detection circuit 13. On the other hand, the DCT circuit 14 performs 
DCT on sum data or differential data between fields of picture data exhibiting motion in terms of 2 DCT blocks each 
made up of 8x4 pixels. The DCT circuit 14 outputs dc components to the framing unit 3, while outputting ac components 
to the picture memory 1 5. 

The picture memory 15 transiently stores the ac components resulting from DCT by the DCT circuit 14 in terms of 
units. 

The activity detection unit 16 detects, as the information specifying the activity of a picture, the maximum value of 
the ac components resulting from DCT by the DCT circuit 14 of the one-unit data stored in the picture memory 15 and 
outputs the results of detection as the subsidiary information to e.g., a reproducing system, not shown. 

The operation of each circuit in the encoding unit 2 is explained. 

The data quantity estimation circuit 21 is responsive to the results of unit-based activity detection by the activity 
detection circuit 12 to classify the ac components stored in the picture memory 15 in association with the degree of 
quantization at the time of quantization. 

In order for fixed-length picture data to be obtained on the unit basis from the variable-length encoding circuit 26 
fed with the output of the quantization circuit 25, the first quantization step decision circuit 23 calculates an optimum 
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quantization step for the luminance data Y, color difference data C R and the color difference data C B , based upon the 
information of classification from the estimation circuit 21 and the codes in the Huffman table 22. 

The second quantization step decision circuit 24 determines, from the quantization step determined on the unit 
basis by the first quantization step decision circuit 23, the quantization step for each of the five macro-blocks in the unit 
5 within a range lesser than targeted fixed bit length. The quantization step is determined on the macro-block basis so 
that priority is given a macro-block among the five macro-blocks which is located closer the center of the picture. 

The quantization circuit 25 quantizes the one-unit data (ac components) stored in the picture memory 15 at a quan- 
tization step as determined by the second quantization step decision circuit 24, and transmits the resulting quantization 
data to the variable length encoding circuit 26. 
10 The variable length encoding circuit 26 encodes the five macro-blocks, quantized by the quantization circuit 25, 

using e.g., the Huffman code, so that each macro-block is formed by 77 bytes, inclusive of the quantization step infor- 
mation. 

The operation o1 determining the quantization step in the first quantization step decision circuit 23 and the second 
quantization step decision circuit 24 is explained in detail. 
is If the quantization step Q, determined on the unit basis by the first quantization step decision circuit 23, is 8 (Q = 

8), the same quantization step Q 0 to Q 4 (Q 0 to Q 4 = 8) is accorded to each of the five macro-blocks MO 0 to M0 4 of the 
unit, to which the quantization step Q = 8 is accorded, as shown in Fig.4. 

If data of the five macro-blocks are quantized with the same quantization step Q = 8, vacant regions B ni to B 12 , B 21 
to B 24 , B 31 to B 32 and B 41 to B^ are present in the macro-blocks MO^ M0 2 , MO a and M0 4 , respectively, as shown in 
20 Fig.4. 

Since the quantization step information can be accorded to each of the macro-blocks, the second quantization step 
decision circuit 24 shifts the quantization steps Q 0 to Q4 of the macro-blocks MO 0 to M0 4 shown in Fig.4 in a direction 
of refining the quantization degree within the range less than the target fixed bit length value. 

The order of priority in shifting the quantization step is the macro-block MO 0 , MO-,, .... M0 4 , thus beginning from 
2$ the upper side macro-block. That is, the macro-blocks MO 0 to M0 4 are respectively associated with the macro-blocks 
MO 0 to M0 4 shown in Fig.2 and hence are selected beginning from the macro-block located near the center of the 
picture. That is, the quantization step is determined so that priority will be given the macro-blocks located closer to the 
center of the picture. 

If the quantization step is determined on the macro-block basis in the second quantization step decision circuit 24 
30 as described above, the quantization step O 0 of the macro-block MO 0 becomes finer by one and is now 9 (Q 0 = 9), while 
the quantization step of the macro-block MO-, becomes finer by one and is now 9 (Q 0 = 9), as shown in Fig.5. 
Consequently, the vacant region comprises the vacant regions A 31 to A 32 of the macro-block M0 3 and the vacant regions 
A 41 to A^ of the macro-block M0 4 . 

By determining the quantization step on the macro-block basis within the range of the targeted fixed bit length, 
36 redundant bits may be effectively utilized, while a picture of a high picture quality may be produced. In addition, by 
refining the quantization steps of the five macro-blocks in the order of the quantization steps Q 0 , Q v .... Q 4 , the finer 
quantization steps are selected preferentially beginning from the central portion of the picture, so that satisfactory picture 
quality may be obtained at the central region of the picture which is most outstanding to the viewer. 

Referring to the flow chart shown in Fig.6, the process of determining the quantization step in the first quantization 
40 step decision circuit 23 and the second quantization step decision circuit 24 is explained. 

In the first quantization step decision circuit 23, the first quantization i is initialized (i = 15). The quantization steps 
are 0 to 15, in which the larger the number, the finer is the quantization step. 

The quantization steps Q 0 to Q 4 of the five macro-blocks M 0 to M0 4 are set at step S2 to the first quantization step 
i (=Q 4 = 03 = 02 = 0,= Qo). 

45 Then, at step S3, the five macro-blocks M 0 to M 4 are quantized with the quantization step] (=Q 4 = Q 3 = Q 2 = Q-, = 

Q 0 ), while the resulting quantized data is variable-length encoded using the Huffman table 22. 

Then, at step S4, the first quantization step j is rendered rougher, that is decremented (i = i - 1). 
It is then judged at step S5 whether the quantity of the quantized data resulting from quantization at step S3 is less 
than the targeted fixed bit length value, whether the quantity of the resulting quantized data is more than the targeted 
so fixed bit length value target , or whether the quantity of the resulting quantized data is equal to the targeted fixed bit 
length value target . 

If, as a result of judgment at step S5, the quantity of the produced quantized data exceeds the fixed length value 
target , processing reverts to step S2 in order to effect at step S3 the quantization with a quantization step rougher by 
one and in order to repeat the steps S4 and S5. 
ss Alternatively, if the quantity of the produced quantized data is equal to the fixed length value target, the first quan- 

tization step j is set as quantization steps Q 0 to Q 4 for the macro-blocks M 0 to Q+. The quantization steps Q 0 to Q 4 for 
the macro-blocks M 0 to Q 4 are then outputted to the quantization circuit 25 without performing the steps S6 ff of deter- 
mining the macro-block based quantization step determining process which is to be explained subsequently. 
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Alternatively, if the quantity of the produced quantized data is lower than the fixed length value target , the second 
quantization step decision circuit 24 initializes, at step S6, the index j (j: 0 ^ j S 4) of the macro-blocks Mq to M 4 (j = 0). 
The circuit 24 then refines at step S7 the quantization step information Qj of the jth macro-block Mj by one (Gj = Qj + 1). 

At step S8, the circuit 24 then quantizes the macro-block Mj with the quantization step Qj determined at the step 
5 S7, while variable length encoding the quantized data using the Huffman table 22. 

It is then judged at step S9 whether the quantity of the quantized data resulting from quantization at step S8 is Jess 
than the targeted fixed length value, whether the quantity of the resulting quantized data is more than the targeted fixed 
length value or whether the quantity of the resulting quantized data is equal to the targeted fixed length value. 

If, as a result of judgment at step S9, the quantity of the quantized data is less than the fixed length value target , 
10 the index is advanced at step S10 to the next macro-block M j= j +1 in order to revert to the processing at step S7 and in 
order to repeat the step S7 ff. 

Alternatively, if the quantity of the resulting quantized data is equal to the fixed length value target , the quantization 
step information of the macro-block Mj is set as the second quantization step Qj in order to output the quantization steps 
Q 0 to Q 4 for the macro-blocks M 0 to Q 4 to the quantization circuit 25. 
*5 Alternatively, if the quantity of the resulting quantized data exceeds the fixed length value target , the quantization 

step information of the macro-block Mj is decremented by one in order to set at step S1 1 the quantization step information 
for the macro-block Mj as the quantization step Qj (= Qj - 1 ) and in order to output the quantization steps Q 0 to Q 4 for 
the macro-blocks M 0 to M 4 to the quantization circuit 25. 

The quantization steps are determined on the macro-block basis by the first quantization step decision circuit 23 
20 and the second quantization step decision circuit 24 as described above in order to carry out the quantization with the 
quantization step as determined by the quantization circuit 25. The variable length encoding circuit 26 adds the quan- 
tization step information to the quantized data on the macro-bloc basis as shown in Figs. 4 and 5 and forms fixed bit 
length codes which are outputted to the framing unit 3. 

The quantization steps determined by the first quantization step decision circuit 23 and the second quantization 
25 step decision circuit 24 are also supplied as the subsidiary information to the reproducing system, not shown. 

The processing by the respective components of the framing unit 3 is now explained. 

The deshuffling circuit 31 deshuffles the dc components from the DCT circuit 14 and the ac components quantized 
with the quantization step accorded on the macro-block basis by the variable length encoding circuit 26 and re-arrays 
the macro-blocks in a continuous sequence on the picture. 
30 The parity appending circuit 32 appends the synchronization codes sync 0 to sync 4 , identification codes ID 0 to ID 4 

and parities P 0 to P 4 in order to constitute sync blocks SB 0 to SB 4 making up one video segment. 

That is, referring to Fig.8 t each sync block is made up of 90 bytes, i.e., 16-bit or 2-byte synchronization code sync 
as an area for recognition of the leading end of the sync by two sync patterns, 3-byte identification codes I DO to ID2, 
77-byte sync block SB fixed in bit length and quantized as described above and 8-byte parity P as error correcting parity 
35 data. 

As for the identification codes IO to 12, the identification code 10 is made up of a sequence number SNo, while the 
identification codes 11 and 12 are constituted by a sync block number SBNo and an application number ANo, respectively 
as shown in Fig. 9. 

Each of the luminance data Y and the color difference data C R , C B , shown in Fig.7, is made up of a 9-bit dc com- 
40 ponent, a 1-bit mode data mo specifying one of 8x8/2x4x8 block sizes used for DCT by the DCT circuit 13, the classi- 
fication information d obtained by the data quantity estimation circuit 21 and the fixed-length ac component ol luminance 
data (for luminance data Y) or of color difference data (for the color difference data C R and C B ), as shown in Fig. 10. 

The ac component of the luminance data Y is made up of 68 bits, while the ac components of the color difference 
data C Rl C B are each made up of 52 bits. 
45 The sync blocks SB 0 to SB 4 , having the parity codes appended thereto, are supplied as one video segment to the 

channel coding circuit 33. The video segment is channel-coded by the channel coding circuit 33 so as to be recorded 
at pre-set positions on a magnetic tape by recording means, not shown. 

The operation ol the encoder shown in Fig.1 is explained. 

The blocking circuit 11 divides video signals, converted into digital signals, into DCT blocks each made up of 8x8 
50 pixels, totalling 64 pixels, and forms a macro-block from six DCT blocks of luminance data, one DCT block of color 
difference data C R and one DCT block of color difference data C B> totalling eight DCT blocks, in order to output the 
resulting macro-block to the shuffling circuit 12. 

The shuffling circuit 12 shuffles the macro-blocked video signals from the blocking circuit 11 and collects five mac- 
ro-blocks into one unit which is outputted to the DCT circuit 14 and the motion detection circuit 13. The also unit is 
55 referred to herein as unit data. 

The motion detection circuit 1 3 detects the motion of the unit data from the shuffling circuit 1 2 and outputs the results 
of detection to the DCT circuit while outputting the same results to the reproducing side as the subsidiary information. 

The DCT circuit 1 4 performs two-dimensional DCT on unit data from the shuffling circuit 1 2 while selectively switching 



EP 0 697 792 A2 



between the intra-frame pixel values tor the 8X8 pixel block unit and inter-field prediction error values 4X8X2 for the 
pixel block unit by way of performing two-dimensional DCT. The dc components are fed to the deshuffling circuit 31 of 
the framing unit 3, while the ac components are fed to the picture memory 15 and to the activity detection circuit 16. 

The picture memory 15 stores the ac components from the DCT circuit 14. 
5 The activity detection circuit 16 detects the picture activity for the ac components from the DCT circuit 14 and outputs 

the results of detection to the data quantity estimating circuit 21 of the encoding unit 2 while outputting the same results 
to the reproducing side as the subsidiary information. 

The data quantity estimating circuit 21 classifies the ac components in association with the degree of quantization 
responsive to the results of detection from the activity detection circuit 12. The classified data is supplied to the first 
10 quantization step decision circuit 23. 

The first quantization step decision circuit 23 calculates an optimum quantization step for the unit data within a range 
smaller than the targeted fixed bit length value based upon the classification data from the data quantity estimation 
circuit 21 and the codes from the Huffman table 22. The calculated quantization step is sent to the second quantization 
step decision circuit 24. 

is The second quantization step decision circuit 24 determines the quantization step on the macro-block basts within 

the range of less than the target fixed bit length value, based upon the quantization step for the unit data supplied from 
the first quantization step decision circuit 23, while giving priority to the macro-block among the five macro-blocks in the 
unit data which is located closer to the picture center. The quantization step determined on the macro-block basis is 
supplied to the quantization circuit 25, while being outputted as the subsidiary information to the reproducing side. 

20 The quantization circuit 25 quantizes the ac components for the unit data stored in the picture memory 15 with the 

quantization step for the respective macro-blocks from the second quantization step decision circuit 24, and transmits 
quantized ac components to the variable length encoding circuit 26. 

The variable length encoding circuit 26 encodes the quantized ac components from the quantization circuit 25 on 
the macro-block basis and transmits the encoded ac components to the deshuffling circuit 31 of the framing unit 3. 

25 The deshuffling circuit 31 deshuffles the dc components from the DCT circuit 14 and the quantized and encoded 

ac components from the variable length encoded ac components and re-arrays the data so that the five macro-blocks 
of the unit data will be continuous on the picture. The deshufffed five macro-blocks are sent to the parity appending 
circuit 32. 

The parity appending circuit 32 appends parity codes etc. to the five macro-blocks from the deshuffling circuit 31 to 
30 form a sync block from the macro-blocks having the parity codes etc. and forms a video segment from the five sync 
blocks. The resulting video segment is sent to the channel coding circuit 33. 

The video segment is channel-coded by the channel coding circuit 33 so as to be transmitted to a recording unit, 
not shown. 

35 

Claims 

1. A method for recording quantized and encoded digital video signals comprising the steps of: 

determining a quantization step in terms of a video segment made up of plural macro-blocks as a unit so that 
40 the quantity of quantized data is less than a pre-set data quantity; 

determining a quantization step in terms of the macro-blocks as a unit so that the quantity of quantized data 
is less than the pre-set data quantity; and 

quantizing the digital video signals with the determined quantization steps. 

45 2. The method as claimed in claim 1 , wherein the quantization step is determined on the macro-block basis by giving 
priority to the macro-block which is located at a mid portion of a picture. 

3. The method as claimed in claim 1 , wherein the number of the macro-blocks in the video segment is five. 

50 4. The method as claimed in claim 1 , wherein the first quantization step decision means calculates the optimum quan- 
tization step tor each of the luminance signals and color signals of the video signals by arithmetic operations. 

5. An apparatus for recording quantized and encoded digital video signals comprising: 

first quantization step decision means for determining a quantization step in terms of a video segment made 
55 up of plural macro-blocks as a unit so that the quantity of quantized data is less than a pre-set data quantity; 

second quantization step decision means for determining a quantization step in terms of the macro-blocks as 
a unit so that the quantity of quantized data is less than a pre-set data quantity; and 

quantization means for quantizing the digital video signals with the quantization steps determined by said first 
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quantization step decision means and said second quantization step decision means. 

6. The apparatus as claimed in claim 5 wherein the quantization step is determined on the macro-block basis by giving 
priority to the macro-block which is located at a mid portion of a picture. 

5 

7. The apparatus as claimed in claim 6, wherein the number of the macro-blocks in the video segment is five. 

8. The apparatus as claimed in claim 7, wherein the first quantization step decision means calculates the optimum 
quantization step for each of the luminance signals and color signals of the video signals by arithmetic operations. 
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